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Writing a friendly lead sheet

Rehearsal time with the band is often limited. A clear and simple lead sheet is the best way
to communicate with musicians quickly and use your rehearsal time to its best advantage. It
isn’t neccessary to know exactly how you want the final performance to go. You can make
notes on these lead sheets and keep updating them as you hone the arrangement that works
best for you.

1. Title

2. Style and tempo

3. Composer

4. Special instructions

5. Rehearsal marks ( A, B)

6. Clear signs (coda, etc.)

7. Measure numbers

8. Chords, melody and   

lyrics that are easily 

readable.

9. Dynamic markings

Things to include:


